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A few people up and dancing
To the Greg Albert Band.

A full house at this years
Christmas party.
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Voice of the gavel
Hello Brothers and Sisters;
It’s hard to believe that we are in 2018. I want to wish everyone a happy and health New Year.
December was a busy month for the Artisan’s. We started the month with Brunch with Santa which
everyone seemed to have a great time at especially the children who were very happy with the gifts from Santa. A big thank you to everyone who helped make this event a success. We had a bus trip to New York to see
the Rockettes with a behind the scene tour and dinner at Mastori’s. This trip was a sellout and everyone
seemed to have enjoyed the day. This year the St. John’s/Artisan Christmas party was held at the Bensalem
Country Club and the response was great with 185 persons in attendance. The New Jersey Boosters Christmas party was also well attended and a sellout again this year. Finally we wrapped up the year at Disney on Ice
with almost 400 Artisans attending the show.
Now with the New Year in full swing I am down to my final days as your MEMA, it’s hard to believe
that my time in office is almost over. When I took over as MEMA I had a plan. For the most part I was able
to accomplish what I set out to do. With the changes in place we have heard many compliments. We still have
a lot to accomplish but we are working hard to be the best fraternal organization there is. I feel the biggest
accomplishment was our social media program, it has turned out better than expected.
I would like to thank the Board of Directors for their support in getting the train moving, to the
MEMA family who also gave me all their support. I couldn’t have asked for a better group of people. I also
want to thank the membership for supporting all of the activities we held over the past two years. Finally I
want to thank my wonderful wife, Helen, for all her support and getting the MEMA weekends organized,
cooking/baking for Ocean City Weekend and just being there for me. Thanks to all who all those helped
make my two years a success.
At this point in time I would like to wish all those who will be serving this great fraternal for the next
two years a lot of success. I know Pat plans on picking up where I left off with more ideas to keep the train
moving down the track. I’m still here to help out wherever doing whatever I can to help keep this organization moving into the future. Once again thank you.
Fraternally yours;
Dave Szafran

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES AND PHOTOGRAPHS TO THE ARTISAN
Do you have an event planned, some news to report, or any other interesting bit of information that the membership might
find interesting? Submit your articles and photographs to The Artisan!
All articles for publication in The Artisan must be submitted
in Microsoft Word or Word Perfect electronic format.
All articles may be edited. Articles should briefly explain the “Who, What, When and Where.”
Write your articles for the general membership who may not be familiar with your assembly, association or members. Readers
will be most interested in major events, unusual events, ideas or other interesting information.
Material being sent for consideration for THE ARTISAN should be packaged (to protect photographs) and mailed to: Artisans
Order of Mutual Protection, 8100 Roosevelt Blvd., Philadelphia, PA 19152, attention: THE ARTISAN. The copy deadlines are
December 1 for the Winter Issue, March 1 for the Spring Issue, June1 for the Summer Issue and September 1 for the Fall Issue. The
Artisans cannot assume any liability for the safe receipt of any materials submitted.
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2018 Most Excellent Session
Our 145th bi-annual Most Excellent Session will be held on February 3rd at the Radisson Hotel in Trevose PA. There are several
items on the agenda for this meeting. There is an Election for Most excellent Officers to be held as well as the Board of Directors. One Director seat will be eliminated at this election meaning only 4, four year term seats are available this election. There
is an unexpired Directors spot to be filled for the next two years. That spot will be filled by the person who gets the lowest of
the top five persons elected as a director. There is also a bi-law change up for a vote that is meant to help streamline the operations of the office. Carl Bornmann has announced his retirement as a Directors as well as George Listner as Most Excellent
Recorder. We wish both of these gentlemen best wishes in the future and a thank you for all their hard work over their many
years of service to the Artisans. If you are interested in attending the banquet please see the attached flyer.

The annual JDRF fundraiser was held at the Hall this past October.
It was well attended and everyone enjoyed this great Fraternal event.

COMING

A happy group enjoying themselves at the New Jersey Boosters Christmas Party.
This party was sold out again this year.

EVENTS

January
8th - Dining Club
February
2nd, 3rd and 4th - Most Excellent
Session Trevose PA.
12th - Dining Club
March
12th - Dining Club

If you want something done, ask
a busy person.
Benjamin Franklin
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M.E. SUPERINTENDENT LETTER
I want to thank everyone for their support over the past two years and look forward to serving you
as Most Excellent Master Artisan in 2018 - 2019. The time has gone by so quickly and I really enjoyed seeing
the smiling faces of all those Junior Artisans that attended our many events throughout the years. I know
that Barry Spindler will do a great job in running the Junior Artisan events for the next two years with the
help of our incoming Most Excellent Inspector.
Fraternally yours;
Patrick Ennis

Tom, Bud, Ilene, Maggie and Betty at the JDRF cooking Italian Night.

Helen and Dave Szafran playing host and hostess at the hospitality room on the MEMA Family weekend trip to Lancaster.

The weather didn’t dampen the spirits of everyone on the train/winery tour this past fall.
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Fraternal Activities

Team Sophia paint party to benefit Children’s
Hospital. This fun evening raised over $800.

Santa and his helpers distributed presents and candy
to all of the Junior Artisans who attended the
brunch with Santa Claus.

The Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular
show was sold out. The group received a behind the
scenes tour of Radio City and a meet and greet with a
Rockette before the show. Dinner was at Mastoris
restaurant .

Santa Claus visits the Artisan Hall for our annual Brunch with Santa celebration.

Even Santa took time out from his busy schedule to get out onto the dance floor at the New
Jersey Boosters Christmas Party that was held
at the Pennsauken Country club.

The winery tour and train ride this past Fall was
a big hit all of our members. This trip sold out
quickly. On the way home the group had dinner
at Randi’s.

Proposed BY-LAW CHANGES 2018
NEW BY-LAW CHANGE AS WRITTEN WITH CORRECTED BY-LAW THAT
PASSED IN 2014 AND APRIL 22, 2017. ANY WORDS IN () ARE TO BE REMOVED AND THE BOLD WRITING IS TO BE INSTALLED.
ARTICLE V
OFFICERS AND ELECTION
(12)Sec. 1 The elective officers shall consist of M.E. Master Artisan, M.E. Superintendent, M.E. Inspector (M.E. Recorder) and Directors. At each biennial session
of the M.E. Assembly an election shall be held at which there shall be chosen a
M.E. Master Artisan, M.E. Superintendent, M.E. Inspector, who shall hold office
until the close of the biennial meeting next following or until their successors are
duly installed and three or four members of the Board of Directors who shall
serve for a term of four years. (The M.E. Recorder as elected at the session of
1994 for a term of six years and thereafter shall be elected every six years or until a
successor is duly installed.) The M.E. Recorder may be appointed to its position by the Board of Directors every two years and they shall be a sitting
member of the Board. The M.E. Recorder’s duties and responsibilities will
be determined by the General Manager.

Fraternally yours;
Ronald Davis
Chairman of the By-Law Committee

Explanation of the proposed by-law change
When the Artisans was founded over 125 years ago, it was intended that the position of
Most Excellent Recorder (“M.E.R.”) be the equivalent of the Recording Secretary in a tradition, for-profit business corporation. Over the years, the position of M.E.R. “morphed” into
something entirely different than what was originally contemplated by our founders. It was
never intended that the M.E.R. be a general manager of the Order with global responsibilities to conduct all of the day to day operations of the fraternal business in which we are engaged.
This proposed by-law change is being made simply to revert the position of M.E.R. to that
which it was originally meant to be: a Secretary who will record and keep the minutes of
meetings and receive external communications and make them known to the Board of Directors. The daily operation of the business is presently being conducted by a General Manager who serves at the pleasure of the Board of Directors. This arrangement gives the Board
the proper oversight needed to set the proper goals and policies of the company while allowing the General Manager the freedom to carry out those goals and policies in the day to day
operations of the business.

This proposed by-law change will not affect the operation of the Artisans in any way but
will, in fact, bring operations more in line with traditional business corporations and thus
give the Artisans the transparency needed in order to grow and move into the next century
of operations.

